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Besides Belgium, trouble broke out in Spain and in
Portugal. In Spain the King died in 1833, leaving a young Spain
daughter, Isabella, but many Spaniards held that Spain
could not be ruled by a woman. A large party therefore
supported the late King's brother, Don Carlos, and a fierce
civil war broke out. Palmerston supported the young queen,
but the struggle was bitter and bloodthirsty, and was pro-
longed for some years. Eventually the Carlists were defeated,
but their cause lingered on, and even 100 years later, in the
Spanish war of 1937-39, the Carlists reappeared as a party,
Palmerston backed up the young Queen of Portugal too,
who was also persecuted by her uncle, Don Miguel. He
seized the throne and she fled to Brazil. In 1833 her sup-
porters drove Miguel from Lisbon. Palmerston, acting with
France, secured the expulsion of Miguel from Portugal, and
the firm establishment of Queen Maria on the throne (1835).
In both these spheres he had English opinion behind him.

He now embarked upon a more serious quarrel with
France, over affairs in the Near East. Turkey was at this Mehemet
period very weak, and the Sultan was threatened by his
rebellious vassal, Mehemet Ali, pasha of Egypt.1 In 1833
Russia stole a march on the rest of Europe, and by sending
her fleet to the Bosphorus forced Turkey to sign a pact of
" mutual alliance " at Unkiar Skelessi. Palmerston was taken
by surprise and could do nothing to check Russia's move.
In 1840 Mehemet Ali again attacked Turkey. France at
first joined with the other Powers, then secretly gave her
support to Mehemet Ali, hoping thereby to win influence in
Syria, When Palmerston discovered this he made an agree-
ment with Russia, Austria, and Prussia, whereby Mehemet
Ali was secured in Egypt, was promised Syria for his life-
time, but was checked in his further designs on Turkey.

1 Mehemet AH was by birth an Albanian, and began life as a trader in
tobacco. He made himself master of Egypt during^ the Napoleonic wars. He
was not without humour, and when in 1840 the four Powers deposed him, he
announced that this was the fourth time he had been deposed and that he
hoped to get over it as well as he had done the other times " with the help of God
and the Prophet." And he did, though not so well as he had hoped.